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Appendix A 

Appellant Technical Response to the Council’s Review of Photography 

and Visual Material  

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. The following sections provide a technical response to the issues raised in the Council’s Review 

of Photography and Visual Material (Council’s Review) (CD4.8) prepared by Mr Mike Spence. 

1.2. This response has been prepared by Allison Walters and supported by Andy Maw Design Limited 

(AMD).  

1.3. Reference  is  made  within  this  Technical  Response  to  the  Landscape  Institute’s  Technical 

Guidance Note on Visual Representation of Development Proposals, 06/19 identified as LI TGN 

06/19 (CD4.3) 

STRUCTURE OF THE COUNCIL’S REVIEW 

1.4. The Council’s Review is an undated document and other than a signature box at the end of the 

review it is not clearly stated that this has been undertaken by Mr Spence.  For the purposes of 

this response it has been assumed Mr Spence undertook the review himself. 

1.5. It is not clear whether this is a desk based assessment or whether Mr Spence has attended site 

to confirm  these viewpoints and  their context on site.    It  is assumed  that  it  is a desk based 

assessment. 

ZTV PREPARATION 

1.6. The ZTV has been prepared using a series of points throughout the site. The ZTV was thoroughly 

assessed on Site  in  terms of  its  full extent. Despite  the ZTV displaying potential  locations of 

visibility to the north and east and longer distant views, the site visit confirmed the extent of 

visibility which was described within the LVIA, February 2022 (CD1.9). The full extent of the ZTVs 

have been included in Appendix A.3. 

1.7. No  issues were raised by the Landscape Officer over the selection of viewpoints at any point 

during the processing of the application. Additional viewpoints from the Greensand Ridge were 

included within the LVIA Addendum as a direct result of concerns raised over intervisibility of 

the Greensand Ridge  in the Committee Report.  If any additional views were  required,  these 

should have been requested during the consultation process of the planning application.  
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TECHNICAL METHODOLOGY 

1.8. This  section  responds directly  to points  raised  in  the Technical Methodology  section of  the 

Council’s Review. 

1.9. The Council’s Review is clear that AMD has good technical knowledge which is consistent with 

AMD’s successful appointment by many landscape consultants throughout the UK. 

1.10. A full 3D model of the site has been developed and was used  in all visualisations. Please see 

accompanying technical details for aerial perspectives and composite views showing overlays 

of DTM and DSM models on the photographs (Appendix A.1). 

PRESENTATION OF VISUAL MATERIAL 

1.11. The Council Review raises the following concerns: 

 No reason why there needs to be re‐projection from cylindrical to planar projection 

 Visualisations require the full extents of the development to be presented not a 53.5 degree 

planar portion.  

1.12. The  Council’s  Review  states  in  relation  to  re‐projection  from  cylindrical  to  planar  that  this 

requirement is ‘a historic requirement of those working on windfarm visualisations in Scotland’ 

and ‘windfarm visualisations have no place in solar farm visualisations’. 

1.13. I refer to Section 3.8 of the LI TGN 06/19 (CD4.3)  in particular relating to 150% enlargement 

factor Paragraphs 3.8.6‐3.8.13. 

1.14. Paragraph 3.8.6 states that ‘whilst presenting a 50mm FL image (39.6deg HFoV) at A3 size (The 

Council’s Review preferred method) is a straight forward use of the camera image this approach 

has been found to be lacking in respect of expansive projects.’ Research in Scotland determined 

that for expansive projects by increasing the printed image size by 150% this provides a better 

impression of scale. 

1.15. Paragraph 3.8.8 goes on to state that ‘the approach of this guidance is, therefore, to recognise 

that for larger‐scale projects with more distant components such as windfarms, the approach 

taken in SNH 2017 (put simply a 150% enlargement) is appropriate’. 

1.16. It is considered that this guidance is appropriately applied to this particular solar farm because 

it is of a larger scale, and is therefore an ‘expansive project’ of the sort to which the SNH 2017 

guidance applies. 

1.17. We therefore consider that the approach to presentation of the visual material at 53.5deg  is 

entirely appropriate for an expansive project such as this solar farm. 
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1.18. Paragraph 3.8.13 states ‘Notwithstanding the above, SNH considers that consistent use of 150% 

enlargement is beneficial’. 

1.19. A judgement was made to present additional images as 53.5deg enlargements giving a better 

representation of what  the eye  sees. This was  then applied as a  consistent approach  to all 

viewpoints. The document has been  re‐presented showing the 90deg views at A1 width, A4 

height with no enlargement and is appended to this technical Appendix (Appendix A.2).  

1.20. A  further  judgement was  taken  to present 90 degree  views on A3  sheets  to allow a direct 

comparison of the existing and proposed views. 

CHOICE OF CAMERA 

1.21. The  Council  Review  raises  the  concerns  over  the  use  of  two  different  cameras  in  the 

presentation with a Fixed Frame Camera with a 50mm Lens for visualisations and the use of a 

cropped  frame  sensor  with  a  35mm  lens.  The  concerns  raised  are  also  related  to  the 

presentation of scale.  

1.22. It was not considered necessary or proportionate to produce Type 4 visualisations  for every 

available view, and to convey a  ‘journey’ through the  landscape Type 1 visualisations within 

which the accepted Cropped frame camera with a 35mm lens was used (Section 4.2 of the LI 

TGN 06/19).  

1.23. Type 1 visualisations are also used within the LVIA to focus on specific targets within the view 

such as dwellings, from which public available views of the Site may not be achieved.  

1.24. Two people undertook site visits and as such have two different cameras. AMD is a specialist in 

visualisations with a Fixed frame camera, whilst I am not and the cropped frame camera with 

35mm lens is widely accepted for Type 1 images.  

1.25. The display of the Type 1 images is in accordance with Table 3 of Section 4.2 of the LI TGN 06/19. 

 

CONTEXT OF VISUAL MATERIAL 

1.26. Throughout the Council’s Review, the context of each viewpoint is brought into question. Type 

1 viewpoints have been taken to either identify a specific target or provide a journey review and 

as such I do not consider that context, in this instance, is necessary.   

1.27. The following images identify the context to the left and right of the Type 4 viewpoints. 
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Viewpoint 1 

 

 

Left of VP1 

 

 

Right of VP1 

   



Statkraft UK Ltd 
Land North of Little Cheveney Farm, Sheephurst Lane, Marden, Kent 
Landscape Proof of Evidence – Appendix A 

 

  5  December 2023 

Viewpoint 2 

 

 

Left of VP2 

 

 

Right of VP2 
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Viewpoint 5  

 

 

Left of VP5 

 

 

Right of VP5 
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Viewpoint 6  

 

 

Left of VP6 

 

 

Right of VP6 
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Viewpoint 8  

 

 

Left of VP8 

 

 

Right of VP8 
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Viewpoint 12 

 

   

Left of VP12 

 

 

Right of VP12 
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Viewpoint 13 

As it is a long distance panoramic view the site extents are well within the range of the view and 

it is clear from the image that vegetation either side of the view limits further visibility. 

    

Left of view        Right of view 

1.28. It  is  clear  that  the  reason  for  not  showing  at  least  a  180 degree  contextual  view  of  these 

Viewpoints from these locations is that they are constrained either side by vegetation. 

1.29. Professional judgement was used in this instance to reduce unnecessary visual material within 

the report that would provide no additional value to what was in fact the available view. It was 

judged that the 90degree views were adequate to construe the context of these views.  

HEIGHT OF PLANTING 

1.30. The Council Review  raises concerns over  the height of planting within  the visualisations  for 

Viewpoints 1 and 5.  

1.31. The species mix proposed within the mitigation woodland are faster growing as the species mix 

includes a  larger percentage of willow, alder and birch, pioneer  species within a woodland 

setting,  and  particularly  suited  to  low  lying  environments.  Their  growth  height  at  10  years 

ranges from 6‐12m, with 10‐12m appropriate for willow species. The visualisations show up to 

9m in height of woodland planting. 
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CONCLUSION 

1.32. When considered as a whole  it appears  that assumptions have been made by  the Council’s 

review based on what appears to be a desk‐based review of the series of pdf documents.  These 

assumptions relate to the preparation of the ZTV, the 3D model, the visible extent of the site 

that  has  been  clearly  described  in  each  viewpoint  within  the  LVIA,  height  of  vegetation, 

distances and the scale of the site. This information could have been requested by The Council 

and provided. 

1.33. The photography and the preparation of the visualisations has been undertaken in accordance 

with the Technical Guidance Note (CD4.3). The 90degree views that are presented within the 

appendices of  the LVIA and the LVIA Addendum are cylindrical views. They show the visible 

extent of the solar arrays in that view. They are also the context of the view as confirmed by the 

images above and as described within the LVIA. All other methodology has been undertaken 

with  the  correct  approach.  The  Council’s  critique  therefore  does  not  raise  any  points  that 

undermine the ‘fitness for purpose’ of the visual material or any of the judgements reached in 

the LVIA as to the nature and extent of the visual impacts themselves.  
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APPENDIX 

Appendix A.1 Technical Details for Photomontages 

Appendix A.2 Photomontages at A1 

Appendix A.3 Full extent ZTVs, DTM and DSM 
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APPENDIX A.1 

Technical Details for Photomontages 
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APPENDIX A.2 

Photomontages at A1 
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APPENDIX A.3 

Full Extent ZTVs DTM and DSM 



Appendix A.1.

Sheepwash Solar Energy Farm, Marden

15th December 2023



Client

Project

Drawing Title 

Rose Cottage, 
Mill Lane, Wolverley,

DY11 5TR

M: 07747 816055

 Statkraft UK
Sheepwash Solar Energy Farm, 
Marden

Viewpoint Locations

1 2

5

12

11

6
8



Client

Project

Drawing Title 

Rose Cottage, 
Mill Lane, Wolverley,

DY11 5TR

M: 07747 816055

 Statkraft UK
Sheepwash Solar Energy Farm, 
Marden

Viewpoint Locations

13



Route of proposed permissive
path to be agreed post

implementation of biodiversity
measures.

420 No.Acer campestre10%
839 No.Alnus glutinosa20%

1048 No.Betula pendula25%
420 No.Corylus avellana10%
294 No.Crataegus monogyna7%
210 No.Frangula alnus5%
336 No.Quercus robur8%
420 No.Salix alba10%
210 No.Salix fragilis5%

32 No.Acer campestre10%
63 No.Alnus glutinosa20%
79 No.Betula pendula25%
32 No.Corylus avellana10%
22 No.Crataegus monogyna7%
16 No.Frangula alnus5%
26 No.Quercus robur8%
32 No.Salix alba10%
16 No.Salix fragilis5%

Minimum 55m deep woodland
block to screen views of the
solar farm from housing and

the footpath. As well as
creating invaluable habitat

networks.

Gap up existing ditch
hedgerow with wetland

mix of trees & shrubs

Existing hedgerow
gapped up with

hedgerow mix and
trees to screen

views from houses
to the south

Existing hedgerow
gapped up with

hedgerow mix and
trees to screen views

from the houses to
the south

40 No.Acer campestre10%
80 No.Alnus glutinosa20%

100 No.Betula pendula25%
40 No.Corylus avellana10%
28 No.Crataegus monogyna7%
20 No.Frangula alnus5%
32 No.Quercus robur8%
40 No.Salix alba10%
20 No.Salix fragilis5%

111 No.Acer campestre10%
221 No.Alnus glutinosa20%
276 No.Betula pendula25%
111 No.Corylus avellana10%
78 No.Crataegus monogyna7%
56 No.Frangula alnus5%
89 No.Quercus robur8%

111 No.Salix alba10%
56 No.Salix fragilis5%

395 No.Acer campestre10%
789 No.Alnus glutinosa20%
986 No.Betula pendula25%
395 No.Corylus avellana10%
276 No.Crataegus monogyna7%
198 No.Frangula alnus5%
316 No.Quercus robur8%
395 No.Salix alba10%
198 No.Salix fragilis5%

559 No.Acer campestre15%
38 No.Alnus glutinosa1%

485 No.Betula pendula13%
373 No.Corylus avellana10%
373 No.Crataegus monogyna10%
38 No.Ilex aquifolium1%

187 No.Prunus avium5%
187 No.Prunus padus5%

1304 No.Quercus robur35%
187 No.Sorbus aucuparia5%

119 No.Acer campestre15%
8 No.Alnus glutinosa1%

103 No.Betula pendula13%
80 No.Corylus avellana10%
80 No.Crataegus monogyna10%

8 No.Ilex aquifolium1%
40 No.Prunus avium5%
40 No.Prunus padus5%

278 No.Quercus robur35%
40 No.Sorbus aucuparia5%

47 No.Alnus glutinosa25%
19 No.Betula pendula10%
19 No.Crataegus monogyna10%
10 No.Quercus robur5%
47 No.Salix caprea25%
47 No.Salix fragilis25%

167 No.Alnus glutinosa25%
67 No.Betula pendula10%
67 No.Crataegus monogyna10%
34 No.Quercus robur5%

167 No.Salix caprea25%
167 No.Salix fragilis25%

11 No.Alnus glutinosa25%
5 No.Betula pendula10%
5 No.Crataegus monogyna10%
3 No.Quercus robur5%

11 No.Salix caprea25%
11 No.Salix fragilis25%

68 No.Corylus avellana18%
150 No.Crataegus monogyna40%
132 No.Prunus spinosa35%

8 No.Rosa canina2%
19 No.Sambucus nigra5%

23 No.Corylus avellana18%
50 No.Crataegus monogyna40%
43 No.Prunus spinosa35%
3 No.Rosa canina2%
7 No.Sambucus nigra5%

166 No.Corylus avellana18%
368 No.Crataegus monogyna40%
322 No.Prunus spinosa35%

19 No.Rosa canina2%
46 No.Sambucus nigra5%

309 No.Corylus avellana10%
1233 No.Crataegus monogyna40%

155 No.Lonicera periclymenum5%
1079 No.Prunus spinosa35%

155 No.Rosa canina5%
155 No.Sambucus nigra5%

169 No.Corylus avellana10%
676 No.Crataegus monogyna40%
85 No.Lonicera periclymenum5%

592 No.Prunus spinosa35%
85 No.Rosa canina5%
85 No.Sambucus nigra5%

229 No.Corylus avellana10%
915 No.Crataegus monogyna40%
115 No.Lonicera periclymenum5%
801 No.Prunus spinosa35%
115 No.Rosa canina5%
115 No.Sambucus nigra5% 116 No.Corylus avellana10%

462 No.Crataegus monogyna40%
58 No.Lonicera periclymenum5%

404 No.Prunus spinosa35%
58 No.Rosa canina5%
58 No.Sambucus nigra5%

832 No.Corylus avellana10%
3327 No.Crataegus monogyna40%

416 No.Lonicera periclymenum5%
2911 No.Prunus spinosa35%

416 No.Rosa canina5%
416 No.Sambucus nigra5%

Gap up existing
streamline hedgerow

with wetland mix of trees
& shrubs

Gap up existing
streamline hedgerow

with wetland mix of
trees & shrubs

Community orchard with
a mix of varieties mainly

of Kent origin

12 No.Apple 'Ballerina Samba'7%
12 No.Apple 'Bramley Seedling'7%
12 No.Apple 'Discovery'7%
12 No.Apple 'Fiesta'7%
12 No.Apple 'Meridian'7%
12 No.Apple 'Red Devil'7%
10 No.Cherry ' Penny'6%
10 No.Cherry 'Amber Heart'6%
10 No.Cherry 'Morello'6%
10 No.Cherry 'Waterloo'6%

8 No.Pear 'Concorde'5%
8 No.Pear 'Conference'5%
8 No.Pear 'Merton Pride'5%
8 No.Pear 'Williams Bon Chretien'5%

12 No.Plum 'Guinevere'7%
12 No.Plum 'Victoria'7%

Small woodland
block to help to

screen views from
PROW entrance

towards the solar
farm.

Woodland belt to
south of transformers

to reduce visibility
from road

New hedgerow lining the edge of
the solar farm, to screen views

from the permissive path and to
allow for opportunities for habitat

connectivity.

Minimum 30m
woodland belt to
reduce visual
opportunities
between the site
and dwellings to
the south

Minimum 35m woodland belt to
reduce visual opportunities between

the site and dwellings to the south
and south east whilst providing an

important wildlife corridor

2 No.Acer campestre

3 No.Quercus robur

5 No.Quercus robur

2 No.Acer campestre

4 No.Quercus robur

3 No.Quercus robur

3 No.Acer campestre

2 No.Acer campestre

3 No.Quercus robur

3 No.Quercus robur

308 No.Acer campestre10%
616 No.Alnus glutinosa20%
770 No.Betula pendula25%
308 No.Corylus avellana10%
216 No.Crataegus monogyna7%
154 No.Frangula alnus5%
247 No.Quercus robur8%
308 No.Salix alba10%
154 No.Salix fragilis5%

Gapping up of riverside vegetation

Proposed Native Hedgerow

Proposed Mitigation Woodland

LEGEND

Solar panels - area beneath to
receive ryegrass/clover mix,
Permanent Grass from Cotswold
Grass Seeds

Proposed Biodiversity Woodland

Gapping up of internal hedgerows

Proposed ponds

Emorsgate Wildflower grassland 

Proposed Community Orchard

EM3 Special General Purpose 

Heavy standard trees

Meadow Mix

Decompaction:
All soft landscaped areas that have received vehicle movement to be decompacted to
a depth of:

- 650mm-1000mm depth to shrub and tree planted areas
Decompact in the form of mechanical means of ripping in two directions

Standard and Orchard Tree Planting:  Tree pits to be at a minimum 150mm greater
in width and depth than the diameter of the rootball. Bottom of pit to be ripped/broken
up to a depth of 250mm to facilitate drainage prior to being backfilled with site won
topsoil/tree ameliorant mix (1part Topgrow Planting Compost by Melcourt to 4 parts
topsoil).

Trees to be secured with 100mm diameter pressure treated softwood stakes (driven
into the ground diagonally so as to not damage the rootball) and adjustable rubber tie.
Stakes to protrude no more than 750mm above ground level in order to encourage
sideways movement of trees to ensure adequate root development. 1m diameter,
75mm deep layer of weathered woodchip collar to be placed around the trees to keep
weed free.

Where possible plant heavy standard trees as close to existing hedgerow as possible
without damaging existing roots as well as within new hedgerow.

Native Shrubs/Tree mix: Ground decompacted as above. Transplants to be notch
planted in same species groups of 5 to 11 at 2m centres. Transplants are to be
protected against rabbits / wind with 750mm high Tubex 12D 3Y Degradeable
Shelters with 73mm diameter. To be installed in accordance with suppliers
recommendations. Available from Fiberweb Geosynthetics Ltd, Blackwater Trading
Estate, The Causeway, Maldon, CM9 4GG; t: (01621) 874201.

Native Hedgerows: Ground to be thoroughly decompacted as above. Transplants to
be planted in trenches in double staggered row at 7 plants per linear metre in 750mm
wide strip covered with 75mm deep layer of weathered woodchip mulch. Transplants
to be protected against wind and rabbit damage as per native shrubs/tree mix.
Hedgerows to be maintained at a height of 2-5-3m biannually, to achieve overall width
of 0.75-1m.

Wildflower Seeding:
Seeded areas: Ground decompacted as above.
Preparation of all seeded areas:
Top 100mm of existing topsoil to be reduced to fine tilth with particle size of maximum
10mm with chain harrow if required. Remove all stones and clay balls > 50mm and
remove any deleterious material. Contours to be smooth and flowing with no ridges or
hollows. Final cultivation to create a fine, firm tilth with good crumb structure. Rake to
true even surface, and lightly firm but not compact.

Wildflower seed mix - Special General Purpose Meadow Mixture, Emorsgate EM3
sow 50kg/ha

Solar Panel grassland - Perennial Ryegrass/Clover mix, Permanent Grass from
Cotswold Seeds

Watering: All newly planted material to be thoroughly saturated after planting and
well watered in the first twelve months, during any prolonged period (5+ days) of dry
weather. Transplants and whips to receive a minimum of 5litres each;
Heavy standard trees to receive a minimum of 25litres each
Grassed areas to be watered without displacement of seed until thoroughly saturated.

Establishment:
Trees/shrubs:
Maintain a weed free area around each tree and shrub, minimum diameter 1m or the
surface of the original planting pit.
Refirming of trees and shrubs by treading around the base. after strong winds, frost
heave and other disturbances.

Hedges:
First spring after planting trim all lateral branches by 50% (except for Holly). Lightly
trim every 2nd or third year allowing hedge to increase in size each time until desired
height is achieved. Trim biannually to achieve 3m height and 1m depth.

Seeded areas:
First cut to be undertaken when grass reaches 100mm high and is dry. Height of first
cut 50mm. If Autumn sown avoid cutting in spring and early summer.
Remove Dock and nettle.

Ongoing Maintenance:
Native shrub/screening areas: 300mm diameter circles around each transplant are to
be kept weed free with mulching or hand dig where possible, herbicide spraying to be
kept to a minimum. After 12 months the bark mulch is to be topped up in order to
maintain a minimum depth of 50mm.
At end of each twelve month period, all trees and shrubs to be refirmed as necessary,
and all plant losses replaced by a tree or shrub of similar specification.

Hedges: To be managed biannually at a height of 3m, and a depth of 1m, in
rectangular form, once in May and once in Autumn. Arisings to be removed. Rotation

every 3 years of 13 of hedges to be uncut in Autumn to allow for winter food crops for
birds.

Wildflower meadow to be cut late summer (August) (not corn bunting mix) when a
period of dry weather is expected, arisings to be left, tilthed and baled as appropriate.
An additional cut can be undertaken in early spring if required. All arisings to be
removed.

Sheep grazing of fenced solar panel area to manage the grassland to base of panels.
Rotational grazing on a monthly basis to achieve good sward, with periods of fallow.
Grazing to cease in winter months.

Watering to continue for first 5 years or until plants are established. Beyond 5 years
should there be a period of prolonged drought, trees, shrubs and hedgerows to be
watered to avoid significant losses.

Any plant failures within the first 5 years to be replaced of the same size and
specification and to be managed as per the first 5 years. Reason for failure to be
noted and rectified for future plant success.
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3D Modelling

A full 3D model of the site was created using the topographical survey to create a base terrain in 3DS Max. 
The supplied masterplan (SCUKX-SHEEP-000 100 (P)) was geo-located in AutoCAD to OSGB36 which was 
then offset to bring the site centre to the origin (0,0), avoiding potential for error in 3DS Max.

PV panel models were created in 3DS Max at 3m tall and parametrically distributed using the masterplan 
layout as the base, along the proposed substations, HV compound and fence surrounding the 
development.

Landscape was added using the awScape Ltd plan, AW0143-PL-003.

Models using Environment Agency 1m LiDAR data were created for both a digital terrain model (DTM) and 
a digital surface model (DSM) for use in the camera matching process alongside available control points 
surveyed on site.
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